
August 2011 marks the 20th Anniversary of the MacDonald Johnston Side Loader. 
As we continue to build on our history, join us as we take a look back at the 
product evolution that delivered the world leading machine we have today... 

1991
The MacDonald Johnston Side Loader MKI was 
launched in August, which marked the  
beginning of the journey that has still not ended! 
Designed in Australia by Australians, this 
machine has helped transform the local waste 
industry.  The MK1 broke new ground with single 
person operated refuse machines, excellent  
payloads and featured ground breaking  
electronics such as the ‘potentiometer paddle 
angle control system’. 
 
1992
Following the successful launch of the MK1 and 
introducing further innovation, the MKII Side 
Loader was released to the market after an  
intensive seven week re-design and build 
program. 
 
1995
MKIII was released and with this new model, 
MacDonald Johnston introduced the Finger Lift 
with Vacuum Cup options to the Binlifter. Further 
advancements were also made to the hydraulic 
and electrical systems ensuring MacDonald 
Johnston were setting the pace in the local  
market.

2000 
With the new millennium came a new model 
from MacDonald Johnston. The MKIV was 
launched with new and improved technological 
features and internal PLC control systems. 
 
2006
The most significant changes occurred in 2006 
with the launch of the revolutionary S.P.O.R.T 
Gen V Side Loader. This saw a total overhaul 
of the body design and inner technological 
workings, creating a machine that is FASTER, 
STRONGER & MORE RELIABLE. 
 
2011
The Side Loader celebrates its 20th Birthday as 
MacDonald Johnston launches two new products 
to complete its stable of world class 
machines - the locally designed and developed 
FORCE Front Loader and UrBin Rear Loader 
products.

In 2011 MacDonald Johnston continues to Build 
History!


